
Texas Tree Climbing Championship: A Retrospect 

The Texas Tree Climbing Championship  

(TTCC) started as “The Arborist’s Jamboree”  

in 1983. Originally, the award was a brass cup  

with a plaque for the winners’ names. In 2001,  

this award was replaced by the Houser Cup  

(see the pic on the cover) and in 2021 we’ll  

introduce another cup for our women contestants. 

The 2020 TTCC was unfortunately canceled due 

to COVID-19, so we did a deep dive into past  

archives, gathering pictures from as many people  

who would respond.  

 

Enjoy a picture retrospective of our past  

competitions… 

 

  

Tree sport champ  

is lord of the limbs 

 

The second Arborists 

Jamboree was held in 

College Station in 1984. 

Safety rules were 

somewhat more relaxed 

then. 

Nicolas Martinez celebrates his fourth 

and final win in 2005. Or is it?          Joshua Erickson and team at 

the 2018 contest in Waxahachie. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Technician Jim Dossett leads climber  

orientation in Waxahachie, 2018. 

 

Kirbie Houser-Pastenes 

recruits a young 

scorekeeping volunteer in 

2018. 

Like father, like daughter! 

You can’t have the TxTCC 

without Housers.  

                     In 1997, Kevin Bassett 

hung up his bullhorn and joined the 

contestants. Here, he consults with 

fellow competitor Keith Babberney 

before an event. 

           Competitors and volunteers from 2013.  

           2018 Aerial Rescue judges and techs, led by 

Nevic Donnelly. 



                  

Kids of all ages find something to enjoy at the TxTCC. Here, Bill 

Koenig introduces young attendees to an eastern-eyed click beetle. 

Did we mention it’s on a leash? 

                   Marking 

the targets for the 

Throwline event 

takes a lot of tape. 

                   Candace Matthews prepares 

for the 2017 Belayed Speed Climb in 

Austin, as Head Judge Chris Brewer 

looks on.  
Scoring is a thankless and sometimes 

very frustrating job, but our volunteers 

do it with a smile.  

Steve Houser helps 

Dallas Mayor Laura 

Miller prepare for 

the “Mayor’s 

Challenge” event, 

which kicked off the 

2003 contest at  

Reverchon Park. 

Star Quintero is awarded first place 

in the 2016 Work Climb event.   

Tom Dunlap helps a future 

arborist get off the ground 

at the 2003 Kid’s Climb. 


